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April Meeting Notes

Our Fraternity’s Regional Visitation occurred during
our April meeting day. We have sincere thanks for
all the help and support of the members of the
Visitation Team. Fr. Tom Murphy, the Pastoral
Visitor, celebrated a Mass for us with an informative
homily. Pam and Ric Nagle were present as the
Fraternal Visitors, both of them offering counsel
and instruction. Their time, travel and work for
each Fraternity Visitation is monumental.

Our Council and Regular meeting was casual and
everyone was welcomed to participate in discussion. An
article was read that proposed Francis for patron saint of
Ecology in 1967. It was written by Lynn White and
published in the journal Science. It was so influential
that Al Gore even mentioned it in his book Earth in the
Balance. We always knew Francis loved our planet!

For Peace & Justice, a report was made on the
good attendance and positive result at the 500+
representatives present at the SURE meeting on
April 10. A petition was also passed re: raising the
wage for tomato pickers who need our help!.

We also heard about a new book, Influencer: by
Terry Patterson which tells the story of Delancey
Street in NY which has become the name of a
program that seeks to change the way we try to
correct disorder in society.

Check out www.delanceystreetfoundation.org

In response to our need to recruit new members it was
suggested that perhaps we could schedule meetings at
other churches in this area occasionally in order to bring
the SFO to a new audience with our advertising &
presence in other parishes. We also were encouraged to
check out: FranciscanActionNetwork.org on line to learn
what other Franciscans are doing for the world.

We had a visitor, Josephine Paul SFO who recently
moved into the Grand ALF and has been professed
since 1953. She hopes to attend all our meetings.
Welcome, Jo! ©

We were reminded that the Regional Annual
Meeting will be held May 23-25 at San Pedro
Retreat Center. Elections will be held.

Registration forms were handed out for the
September 19-21, 2008 Southwest Area
Retreat at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Retreat Center. Fr. Bernie Tickerhoof T.O.R.
will preside. More information will follow later.
ALSO

Our Stigmata Fraternity sponsors a celebration
of the International Day of Peace on
September 21°" each year and this year it will
be a candlelight peace and prayer service at
St. Thomas More Chapel.

Please take out your 2008 reminder
calendar and note the dates above in bold
RED print in this newsletter and attend
when possible.

Our Visitation meeting ended with the invocation of
the Holy Spirit and a homily by Fr. Tom on the
importance of personal prayer, especially the
Liturgy of the Hours. The Psalms are prayers
written for praise, all needs and consolation.
Deacon Ric also spoke on the importance of
persistence in prayer and the commitment made by
St. Clare who observed Francis for a long time
before she finally decided to join him and form her
Poor Clares dedicated to poverty of spirit. She had
a method, which meant she prayed, and continued
to pray over and over as a rhythm, even though
removed from the world, she persisted. We are not
called to be successful, we are called to be faithful
as St. Bernard of Clairvaux stated. We will pray
faithfully for an increase in new members.

Life is to live and life is to give and
talents are to use for good if you choose.
Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger.
Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.
Pray for powers equal to your tasks then, the doing of
your work shall be no miracle but you shall be a miracle.
Every day you shall wonder at yourself at the richness of
life, which has come to you by the grace of God. But
everyone needs someone, knowing that somewhere
someone is thinking of you.

VENERABLE FATHER SOLANUS CASEY

“Modern technology
Owes ecology

An apology.”
— Alan M. Eddison

PAX ET BONUM
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