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Preparing for the Coming of the Humble Savior
By Fr. Thomas K. Murphy, OFM
Regional Spiritual Assistant

There are many ways of preparing for Advent and Christmas. One excellent way is to
approach the coming Seasons with the lessonswe have learned from the Gospel of Mark, the
simplest account of the Good News, which has been read during 20082009 (Liturgical Year B).

As reported in the last Regional Newsletter (September, 2009), Jesus learned quickly in
the first part of his public ministry that his proclamation of the Kingdom of God: This is the
time of fulfilment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gd&pkll5), was
not well -received by his chosen people. Very early the leaders of his people plottedto put him
to death(Mk 3:6). His own relatives judged him to be out of his mind(Mk 3:21). Those who
grew up with him in Nazareth became so angry at him that they tried to cast him over the
brow of a hill ( cf. Lk 4:28-30). His own chosen disciples failed to understand his teachings and
actions (cf. Mk 8:14-21). Only after Peter made his confession of faith that Jesus was indeed
their promised Messiah does Jesus make clear how dangerous the human environment would
be for him. He flatly predicted thatthe Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elder
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after threefdeks8:27-35; 24th Sunday
of Ordinary Time). This event is the turning point of the Gospel of Mark.

The seond part of Jesusdpublic ministry in the Gospel of Mark is simply a drawn -out
account of the Saviors amazing prediction. Six days after he spoke these startling words,
Jesus provided a needed reassurance to his disciples by his glorious Transfiguration before
Peter, James and John. This event is not included in the Sunday readings but is celebrated
every year on the Solemnity of the Transfiguration, August 6.

A short time after his Transfiguration, as he and his followers were passing
unobtrusively t hrough Galilee, Jesus repeated his dire prediction a second time : The Son of
Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death he {Wkrise
9:31). As he did with the first prediction, Mark follows the announcement with a three -fold
pattern:

1. A statement of the lack of understanding on the part of his disciples and their fear about
asking any questions.

2. Jesuginstruction on discipleship pointing out the top -ranked leader among them must
be the last of all ad the servant of a(cf. Mk 9:30-37; 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time).

3. A series of events and teachings, including:




e not to forbid others from casting out demons in his name, and

e the need to avoid the occasion and causes of sin, even if it should involvethe loss of
hand, foot, or eye (cf. Mk 9:38-43, 45, 4748; 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time).

e not allowing divorce, and

¢ allowing children to come to him ( cf. Mk 10:2-16; 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

e inviting the pious, young, rich man to divest himself of his riches and follow the
itinerant Savior (cf. Mk 10:17-30; 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time).

The third prediction of the Passion (cf. Mk 10:32-34) is not found in the Sunday
readings, but a pattern similar to the one after the first two predictions follows:

1. The gross misunderstanding of the ambitious brothers, James and John ¢f. Mk 10:35-41;
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time).

2. Another instruction on discipleship restating the message that the first and most
important leader of the Christian community mus t serve the needs of all. Jesus adds that
he himself cameto serve and to give his life as a ransom for m{@hyk 10:42-45; 29th Sunday
in Ordinary Time).

3. There follows immediately the cure in Jericho of the blind man, Bartimeus, who was

possessed with an overwhelming desire for Jesus to remove his blindness. Jesus,
recognizing the blind man & openness to the Word of God, cures him. Immediately,
Bartimeus becomes a follower of Jesus ¢f. Mk 10:46-52; 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time).

From Jesu®brief ministry in Jerusalem, the Church selects for the Sunday readings the
incident of a scribe asking Jesus,Which is the first of all the commandment&he Rabbis had
counted out 613 commandments in the Jewish Law). Jesus very wisely answered by quoting
the ShemaHear): The first is this:(Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all yomind, and with all your
strengthd (cf. Dt 6:4-5; Mk 12:2834; the readings for the 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time are
replaced in 2009 by the readings for the Solemnity of All Saints).

Mark concludes his account of five verbal disputes between Jesus and Jewish
authorities, including the incident above ( cf. Mk 11:27-12:40), with a seemingly insignificant
event about a poor widow present near the 13 alms boxes in the Court of the Women which
worshippers passed on their way in and out of the Temple. Jesus, mindful of his own
willingness to give up his whole life on our behalf, declares that the poor widow with her
donation of two copper coins gave more than all the rich people and that she, from her poverty,
has contributed all she had, her whole livelin@bdMk 12:41-44; 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time).




Matthew begins the account of Jesu® public ministry with the Beatitudes found in the
Sermon on the Mount (cf. Mt 5:1-10). Mark, on the other hand, ends his account of the public
ministry through the example of this poor widow, implying the same qualities necessary for
the acceptarce of the Kingdom of God: poverty of spirit, openness to mourning, meekness,
hunger for righteousness, mercy, purity of heart, disposition for peace.

In the 7th century B.C. the Prophet Zephaniah was perhaps the first person to discern
that the AAnawim,o0 the lowly and poor of spirit, were the ones most open to the Reign of God
(cf. Zeph 2:3 and 3:12). Poverty of spirit is, of course, the virtue upon which St. Francis of
Assisi based his life and the life of his three Orders.

For the 34th and last Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Solemnity of Christ the King, the
gospel reading is always taken from the Gospel of John. So, the last Gospel reading for
Liturgical Year B for the 33rd Sunday is the familiar message of the glorious coming of the Son
of Man to gather his elect © the Anawim of the world (cf. Mk 13:24-32, 33rd Sunday of
Ordinary Time).

The Gospel of Mark clearly points out both the obstacles that hinder free human beings
from accepting the Word of God and also the dispositions that open human beings to welcome
the Word of God. May Mark & teaching in this regard help us to understand why the Eternal
Word of God chose to make his entrance into the world in a dark cave outside the city of
Bethlehem and allow Himself to be wrapped in swaddling clothes and bedded by his Virgin
Mother into the hay of an animal feeding trough in that poor and dark refuge.

Scripture texts in this article are taken from the New American Bible with Revised New Testament and Revised Psalm
© 1991, 1986, 1970 Condternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the
copyright owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Biblenay be reproduced in any form without
permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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Praying Your Mood i ' &,
By Marie Thomas, SFO & .

Southwest Are&ouncilor

When | first started praying the ALiturgy
the OldTestament, | could not relate to the ancient images portrayed within them. Swords, fortresse;
crops, especially the ones praying for vengeance against my enemies, etc. are all foreign to me so
concentrated on simply being with God while | recited éh@=emingly meaningless psalms.

However, as time went by and | persevered in this practice of prayer, | began to see and feel
the emotions within these poems/songs. | learned that there are 150 of them! They express fear an
trust, distress and hephatred and love, thanksgiving and supplication, meditation and sighing. Thes
are feelings of real people struggling in life just as | am. They have the same questions and battles
between selfishness and generosity, apathy and compassion, trusiradddte. But they had a much
wider version of prayer then | had been taught. They used different methods and expressed many 1
moods than | did. Yet, God listened to them! We can pray in the same way from our weakness anc
humanness . He listed to them and continues to listen to us because He cares about everything in o
lives, both our struggles and our joys.

Take psalm 22 for example which starts ou
me ? 0 't starts a gheauthprs pourmg autfall df lasmpambut byndging ahrs d
he/she is also proclaiming absolute faith and trust in God before the end of the psalm is reached. Al
isnét this the very psalm Jesus prayed from

reaching out to God and to neighbor. They send the message that no matter what... God loves us
wants us to enjoy life. There are many psalms to attest to this. Take psaim 118 a4t o f m
distress | called on the Lord; the Lord answered me...l shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the
deeds of the Lord. o Or the first verses of
and my supplications. Because hdincned hi s ear to me, therefor

The psalms do not stop with petitis or complaints to God. They express a yearning for life, foa|

Then | noticed how most of the psalms begin with anguish or fear or cries for justice and turn
into thanksgiving or quiet peace and trust while others do the opposite. In anytieg@salms helped
me recognize all my deep feelings and needs and weaknesses and voice them before God, thus the
enabled me to deal with them in a more effective way.

Those who wrote the psalms were also aware of the tremendous beauty in natunealizesy
that this beauty could not have been created by accident; therefore, we can pray with them in psalm
33:5, AThe earth is full of the steadfast | o
psalms can help us contemplate the wosidero f cr eat i on and see Godos

At the moment, |l particularly favor the p
is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full o
an advent O6mood. 6 I have experienced many ha
my hardships have been in the not so distant
mourning into dancing...you have clothed me

Next time you are praying the psalms and
6pray your moodd in your daily prayer as it
our own psalms, our own constant conversatioreartto-heart with God.
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Passing of Fred McCarthy, SFO:

A We | | Done, Brother Junipero
by Fr. Emeric Szlezak, OFM, Fr. Tom Murphy, OFM, and Pamela Nagle, SFO

Our beloved fellaw FranciscanFred McCarthy, SFO (19182009), universalhknown creator of the
cartoon character based on one of the original followers of St. Francis, Br. Juniper, was soler
remembered at a Mass of Christian burial at 11 a.m. Thursday, October 2%t FX@thanuel Catholic
Church in Delray Beach, Florida.

Present at the Mass, besides his faithful witdly McCarthy, SFO, were many friends and
parishioners, all devotees of Fred and his cartoon personality, Br. Juniper. The Mass was celebrat
a local diocesan priest and caoelebrated by seven other priestdir. Emeric Szlezak, OFM,
representing the theology classmates at Holy Name College, Washington, D.C194%4fr. Thomas
Murphy, OFM , SFO Regional Spiritual Assistant for the Five Franciddartyrs RegionFr. Samuel
Zebron, OFM-Conv, local Spiritual Assistant to the St. Anthony of Padua SFO Fraternity in Boyntg
Beach, FloridaFr. Germain Kopaczynski, OFM-Conv from St. Mark Church in Boynton Beach, Fr.
Timothy Sockol, Pastor of Emmanueth@ch in Delray Beach, and two other local diocesan priests.

A fitting homil y araesfriey,iDeaon Richard Fantand @ Emmawual §hurch.

The Mass was preceded by the Secular Franciscan Wake Service condutesielyVaitekunas,
SFO, Minister of the St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity, Boynton Beach, Fldfid&am Zebron, OFM-
Conv, Spiritual Assistant, and other fraternity leaders. A Franciscan Crown Rosary was also prayed

In attendance, besides many local Secular Franciscans, ttwexe representatives of the SFO Five
Franciscan Martyrs Regional Executive CounEitlward Duff, SFO, Regional Vice Minister (from
Naples),Barbara Gesmundo, SFQ Southeast Area Councilor (from Royal Palm Beach), Rentiela
Nagle, SFQ Regional Treasurgfrom Seminole).

A luncheon followed in the Columbus Hall at the parish.

The cartoon appeared in the Emmanuel Catholic Churchlf
bulletin for the Solemnity of All Saints. Fr. Tom and Fr.
Emeric stopped by the bisho
photo.(next page)

‘Don'r worry about me Fred, 1'll be okay...with you
watchin' over me from Heaven:* 6
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Fr. Tom Murphy, OFM , Regional Spiritual Assistafdr the Five Franciscan Martyrs Regi@mdFr.
Emeric Szlezak, OFM a theology classmate of Fred McCarthy, SFO back in the 1980'Szlezak

resides at St. Anthony Friarg St. Petersburg argdill has an active ministry to the Hungarian
community in Florida.

Remembering 6Brother Juniperé Cartooni st
by Roy Gasnick, OFM

The death last month of Fred McCarthy prompted friar Roy Gasnick,
OFM, to compile some thoughts about the life and popularity of the
man once called Fr. Justin, who from the age of four developed his
talent for pencil drawings.

The cartoon of Br. Juniper, a corpulent friar with a prominent, freckled
nose, began appearing in newspapers in the Midwest in late 1957.

Mc Cart hyés brother friars submit
Joseph Whiteds account Peaceand Gand il r
America( publ i shed 2004) . Newspapers
appeal beyond Cat hollitlefriar evemtdadlyr s h i
caught on, 0 said White. I n the f
fescapades projected a positive
combination of universal human foibles, innocence, idealism, and
some bungled good deeds. The cartoon friar must have had an
incalcul able influence. 0

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. 83 When artist Fred McCarthy was a member

of Holy Name Province as Justin McCarthy, OFM, he created . .
AiBrother Juniper,o a | oveabl e, o 'Donrwomaboutmefred Ilibeokar.withyou . ¢ of

. - watchin' over me from Heaven!
went on to win the hearts of millions of people.

.

A6Brother Juniperd is the only religious comic ever s
newspaper s i nt &rlmBeach BastaOkt!2y gbituary h e

reported. fASome 185 newspapers, 1incl udi nngedthecar®an sefias o m
from 1958 to 1989. It reached 15 million newspaper re

7
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my memory serves me correctly, it was published in the now defunct tabloid newspaper, The Daily Mirror.

Popular Cartoonist

An Internet search reveals that Fr. Justin/Fred published a half dozen book collections of his cartoons including
Brother Juniper Strikes Again, Hanover House, 1959; Brother Juniper At Work and Play, Hanover House, 1960
and The Whimsical World of Brother Juniper, Pocket Books, 1963.

It was common knowledge among some friars that he had used the late Wilfrid Hept, OFM, as his model for
ABrother Juniper. o

Fred died Oct. 26 in Delray Beach, Fla., at the age of 91. Three of us friars at St. Anthony Friary in St. Petersburg
had connections with Fred in his later Florida years: Emeric Szlezak, OFM, Thomas Murphy, OFM, and myself.
Emeric and Tom concelebrated his funeral Mass on Oct. 29 together with two Conventual Franciscans and four
other priests.

Also present was a large contingent of Secular Franciscans from the local fraternity as well as three
representatives from the Secul ar yesrRagoe (Fleridasand sddthetne r 6 s F
Georgia). The Secular Franciscans had also conducted a Franciscan wake service for Fred an hour before the

funeral Mass.

As the Palm Beach Post obituary noted, Fred had been a Secular Franciscan for 71 years. His wife Lily also
became a Secular Franciscan.

Tom, the regional spiritual assistant for the SFO, became acquainted with Fred through his annual visitations with
Freddéds | ocal fraternity. Over the past 18 yeadsight t he
original ABrot her Juni peSingtothé Uord a Nlew &dng, Braymg tfiedPsaim3iotined s b
Il ight of the Lordds Prayer

y
0

Fond Recollections
Emeric, a Holy Name College classmate of Fred (as were Matthew Conlin, OFM, Daniel Hurley, OFM, and

Leon Ristuccia, OFM), remembers Justin as a happy-go-l ucky friend, a fAclerico in
of daily formation events, Justinds ordination in 194
the Order and the priesthood in the early 1960s, and most recently, a 2004 60th ordination anniversary gift from

Fred: a drawing of Emeric in his prime with an inscri
enrich the faith of his Hungarian Catholic count r ymen. . 0

| got to know Fred and his wife through his visits here in St. Petersburg with the late Cronan Kelly, OFM, and
other senior friars in the early 1990s. Later, he asked me to collaborate with him on several ventures, most
notably the portrait project of the presidents of St. Bonaventure University commissioned by Sr. Margaret Carney,
OSF, president of St. Bonaventure. | recall his letter to me filled with awe and excitement as he described the
Franciscan hospitality and V.1.P. treatment he received when he returned to St. Bonaventure for the formal
presentation of the portraits to the university.

As a gesture of thanks, he gave me a duplicate portra
president. That portrait now adorns a wall in the St. Petersburg friary library.

Fred may have ceased being a Friar Minor, but he never ceased being a Franciscan. To cite the Palm Beach Post
once again, Fred had been a 71-year member of the Secular Franciscan Order. It seems that Francis, Franciscan
optimism and Holy Name Province remained in his heart right to the very end.

0 Fr. Roy, a resident of St. Anthony Friary in St. Petersburg, is the author of The Francis Book. TheAr ear 0

illustration shown with this article was given to Dominic Monti, OFM, when he assumed the position of interim
president of St. Bonaventure University in 2003.
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http://www.hnp.org/who/deceased_members_bio.cfm?e_id=846

|l n Memory

Fred
Submitted by the St. Anthony oBBua Fraternity, Boynton Beach, Florida

of

Mc Car t h®26/09S F O ]

Our dear brother, Fred will be
missed greatly by his whole
fraternity. This was
evidenced by the grand turn
out at his wake/funeral. We
wish to thank you for
attending and showing Lilly
your support & love.

There were 13 of us
isfobdbers, o
at his funeral. And many
others sent their condolences
via e mail and phone calls. A
few of you were unable to
attend due to illness, prior
commitments or work. But,
we know you were with us in
Spirit.

Fr. Zamora was the main
celebrant and those con
celebrating were Fr. Ihedoro,
Pastor Fr. Sockol and Fr.
Crowley, diocesan priests and
Franciscans joined together
in celebrating his entrance
into eternal life. Fr. Tom
Murphy, OFM, our Regional
Spiritual Assistant, and Fr.
Emeric, OFM,

(one of

very best friends), as well as
our own Fr. Sam Zebron,
OFM, Conv., and Fr.
Germain, OFM, Conv. (Fr.
Richard, OFM, Conv., was
out of town.) And our dear
Sister Francis from the Poor
Clarebs al so

We thank all those from

f r o mReygiomal whoratiehded, lBdi t vy

Duff, SFO, Regional Vice
Minister, Pam Nagle, SFO,
Regional Treasurer, and
Barbara Gesmundo, SFO, our
SE Area councilor.

Deacon Richard Santona
gave a beautiful homily that
caused us all to laugh and
rejoicein remembering
Fredodés | i fe.
GRAND SENDOFF!

And Lilly was remarkable as

she read the readings at Mass.
Candot we all
fiwWwhat a woman! o

w a

hear

The love in her heart was so
evident as her face just
radi ated God©ods

We wish to thak
Betty and Darlene from
Emmanuel and all of the
Glepyely ladies
ladies guild who helped with
the food. And thanks for all
pf the delicious desserts from
our Anfraternit

For more about
see our newsletter #58 from
when we cadbrated his 70
Anniversary as an SFO, and
his 90" birthday in 2008.

The St. Bonaventure website
has lots of great stories about

F Freddoo.fos ypu rgading

enjoyment.
http://web.sbu.edu/friedsam/a
rchives/juniperjuniper_index.
htm.

Fred sayin(r:;
Or just ngne o g

and lots will pop up!

| am sure he is causing a lot
of laughter in Heaven!

Lilly & Fred enjoying
each other’s company.
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Fr. Richard, OFM, Conv. ,
Congratulating Fred on his
90th B.D. & SFO 70th

Charlie Sullivan, sfo, and
Fred.
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DOCTOR TONY'S LAMBS

by Mary Anne Letourneau, SFO
Saint John Capistrano Fraternity, Tampa

t' {
ﬁ%
AT
A letter from Dr. Tony dated 8/6/09 states:
We lost a 13 year old girl due to a malignant brain
tumor last weekend. We had a wake for her in the home followed by
her burial. The children handled it well. It was really a celebration of
the life of someone who b rought so much joy to the home despite her
suffering.
God bless you. Pray for me.
Tony

Dr. Tony Lazzaro, MD, SFO, a pediatrician who is one of our own members, lives
and works in Lima, Peru and cares for the children of indigent Peruvians. They
come from the surrounding area, the mountains, the countryside, and often from
the slums of Peru.

These impoverished young patients are slated to receive procedures and

at the local hospital, all paid for by the Villa La Paz Foundation. The parents leave
the children at the "hogar" or home, Villa La Paz, where they stay over to receive
free medical care while they are waiting the days for entry into the hospital. Those
who are able, attend the nearby school. After the surgery and they are discharged
from t he hospital, they return to Villa La Paz where Dr. Tony and his staff care for
them until they are strong enough to return home safely.

To receive a free newsletter with pictures of the children and/or a DVD for $20,
contact:

Villa La Paz Foundation
26 00 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. N.
Suite 300
Saint Petersburg, FL 33704 -2744
or check their website at <www.villalapazfoundation.org>.
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Southeast Area

Redemptoris Mater Fraternity in Wellington together wh the Knights of Columbus at St. Rita
Church replaced the St. Francis Statue that was in disrepair by the last few hurricanes we had. We
touch with the original family that donated the statue and informed them of what we were going to try
do. They were very appreciative that we were willing to not only replace the statue, base and namey
but to relandscape the area, that they volunteered to again donate the cost of the statue. On Sunday
October &, the feast day of St. Franci&. Don Munro, St. Rita Church Pastor, blessed the statue with
the 4" degree Knights of Columbus Honor Guard attending.

From Left to Right:

Lillian Pramberger, Mary McNally, Mary Sue Keenan, Mary Lamalie (with sunglasses) donated
statue in memory of her dghter and is not a member of the fraternBarbara Gesmundo, Sondra
Myron, Judy Swartout, Bernadette Hwangbo.

Backtdil n Thi s | ssuebo
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St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity in Boynton Beach celebrated the Rite of Prsif@s for Marie
Guzman on September 19, 2009 at St. Mark Church.
They will be celebrating their 80Anniversary of being canonically established on January 13, 2010.
CONGRATULATIONS!

)

[

4

On October 3, 200%t. Francis of Assisi Fraternityin Hialeah ad Queen of Peace
Fraternity in Miami jointly celebrated the Transitus at Immaculate Conception Church in Hialeah.

PRV

{

The SE Area will be having their annual retreat on March 1921, 2010 at Duncan Conference
Center in Delray Beach, FL. Father Richard Trezza, OFM will be our retreat director. All are
welcomed to attend. For more information please call Barbara Gesmundo, (561) 76871.

Cast Centval Grea

Lady Poverty Fraternity hosted the 2009 Regional Area Chapter of Mathe San Pedro
Center in Winter Park, Fiaa on October 20thru November 11th 75 attendees from the Five
Franciscan Martyrs Regidne ar d A Social Justice from a Fran

Fr. John Vianney Cunningham, TOR
Presentedi Peace & Justice and t
Hist or i cal Perspectiveo.

Fr. David Kaczmarek, TOR
Celebrated Mass with the group on
Saturday morning with a homily.
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Fr . Robert D6 Aver sa, TOR
ifFr saciPi etas in.%aint Bona

Fr. Patrick Quinn, TOR
AEmbracing
and the Infirmed 0

Fr. Patrick Foley, TOR
nCare for Creation f r.oonm

TITm

Brother John Kerr, TOR
fGreen.oOolJusti ce

Group Picture
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Brother David Liedl, TOR
AHow the Liturgy Rel

Faith Libbe, SFO
AFranscandtheaHolyLandBui | di ng Br i

-

—-

Back Rowi left to right:

Br. John Kerr, TOR, Fr. Patrick Quinn, TOR, Fr. John Vianney Cunningham, TOR, Fr.
David Kaczmarek, TOR:
Front Rowi left to right:

Br. John Tello, TOR, Fr. Patrick Foley, TOR, Brother David Liedl, TOR

Not pictured Fr. Robert D6 Aversa, TOR
Backtdil n This | ssuebd
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