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Regular Meeting: Sun., October 14, at 2:00 PM—South Rm. St. Helen’s Christian Living Center.
Council Meseting: Sat. October 20, 9:30 AM—Arby’s on west side of Rt 1, at 16" Place, Vero Beach.

Agenda and Schedulefor Meeting:

2:00 Opening Prayer, Reports, Old/New Business Minister: Peggy Rysdyke, SFO
) . . Vice-Minister: Donna M. Haro, SFO
2:20 Blessing of our donations to the Food Pantry Secretary: Elizabeth Smith, SFO
2:25 Member Sharing how God isworking in our Treasurer: Sarah Hardy, SFO
lives Formation Director: Helen Caldarone, SFO
. - . . Councillors-at-Large
2.35 Ongoing Formation: Helen will discuss the Ed O'Donnell, SFO, Fred Schaeffer, SFO, and,
Admonitions of St. Francis Kathleen Van Buskirk, SFO
. Spir. Assisitant: Fr. Richard P. LaCorte, SFO
3: 10 R.ef reshments and break Vocation Director: Kathleen Van Buskirk, SFO
3:30 Liturgy of the Hours Commissioners
4:00 Closing Prayer and dismissal Work: Donna M. Haro, SFO
Family: Eugene Caldarone, SFO
Refreshment Committee: vouth: Pasine Paick S0
Snacks: Fred Schaeffer and Elizabeth Smith Ecology: Fred Schaeffer, SFO
Bever ages: Jack Solloway Other: Webmaster/Ed. Fred Schaeffer, SFO

Remember in your prayers. JuliaMcHugh, Jennie Donlin, Jerry Carey, Donna Haro, John
Matthews, Fred Schaeffer, Marie Fee, Jack Solloway, Father Richard, and all professed
Franciscansin our Floridaregion who areill, as well as those members of our Fraternity who
cannot attend our meetings regularly.

From the Minister’s Desk: Thisis one of my favorite passages from the “ Confessions of St.
Augustine:” (ref. 10.27.38)

“Late have | loved you, O Beauty so ancient and new. Late have | loved you! You were
within me, while | was outside of myself. | was searching for you in all the outward joys and
beauties. And all | found was loneliness.

Then | fell and was broken by those same lovely things which | sought — things that you
yourself made. Y et you were with me, while | was not with you. | was being kept from you by
my hunger for the world' s lovely things. | did not even recognize that al the things | sought had
been created by Someone, or they would not exist at all.

Then you called me and cried to me and broke through my deafness! Y ou sent forth your
beam, the light of your magnificently beautiful presence. Y ou shone your Self upon me to drive
away my blindness. You breathed your fragrance upon me . . . and in astonishment | drew my
breath . . . now | pant for you. | tasted you, and now | hunger and thirst for you.

Y ou touched me —and | burn to live within your peace.”

May we feel the hunger and thirst for our Savior that Augustine felt. All weneedtodois
open our hearts to Him when He knocks on our door.

“Set our hearts on fire, O Lord, with the blood of your passion.” God bless you.



His Everlasting Love

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but
might have eternal life." (John 3:16) To love God—to reciprocate His everlasting love for us, we must love our
brothers as we do ourselves.

The love God has for us is a Fatherly love, a filial or affectionate love, the type of love between mothers and
daughters, fathers and sons, etc. When | grew up in Nijmegen (the Netherlands), in my pre-teen years, we, that is
Mom, Dad, a friend, and |, used to walk every Sunday after Holy Mass, weather permitting, through the woods on
the way to Berg en Dal (tr. Hill and Dale) and there we gathered at a restaurant to have lunch. These walks were
family walks and since there was great unity and love in my family, they were moments of great intimacy for me.
We were really joyful and happy. It was there, on these walks, that | learned a lot about God's love for us. "With
age-old love | have loved you; so | have kept my mercy toward you." (Jer. 31:3)

Jesus wishes that we have an intimate relationship with Him, with His Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and to strive
to be a Saint. He desires pure love. Not the love some adults have to which there are conditions attached, but
rather, the love of children who love purely without conditions and codicils.

God loved the world so much that He died on the Cross for us, so that we may have Life. Life eternal! We are the
redeemed. Our bonds have been broken. We are no longer slaves to sin but we have chosen Jesus because we're
assured of His love and we, in turn, love Him.

Sin is an insult to Jesus because it tells Him that we do not fully love Him. We shuffle the guilt under the mat, so to
speak, by thinking or saying "God is so good, he doesn't mind," or, "God and | understand one another." That's very
dangerous thinking my friends. The road to Hell is paved with those who are misled by these false thoughts and
principles.

We cannot allow even the smallest offense to happen. We are human.... and we suffer under or from the sin of
Adam and Eve, original sin. Still, we can overcome sin, with His help.

So open these fetters of iron that hold us prisoner. Tell Satan to take a leap off the nearest cliff, back into the abyss
whence he came. He is counting on our weaknesses so don't give him any. Also there's a wise saying: "ldleness is the
devil's playground." Keep your mind occupied with Jesus and after a while temptation fades into the background.

If, somehow, your resolve proves not enough, here is a spiritual warfare prayer that is very effective: "In the Name
of Jesus | bind Satan and all the evil forces, all powers and principalities. | bind this building, the walls, ceilings, floors
and all that may admit evil around me. | bind all that is evil. It is done." Seal yourself in the Blood of the Lamb! Then
Satan leaves because there is nothing more to gain. So don't invite him back. And, by the way, those who do not
believe in the existence of Satan, are in grave danger. He does exist so beware of him; beware of his trickery and
deceit. Keep Jesus in your heart and on your lips—He will help you fight evil and set you free.

All this is part of man's suffering. Suffering does not come from God. It comes from man (Ultimately as a result of
Original sin.) Suffering is all around us, in the Middle East, Northern Ireland, in our schools, in our factories.
September | Ith was and continues to be suffering for many who have lost relatives, friends and dear ones. Many,
maybe most of us these days, suffer illness, social injustice, poverty, homelessness; our lives are a valley of tears.

When we learn how to pray, when we begin or maintain that interior life with Jesus, returning to Him our love by
not sinning, by seeking the road to perfection, then we will also learn how to cope with suffering. We'll find a way to
channel the merit gained by suffering, perhaps in reparation for our sins and those of the whole world. Your
suffering will continue but it will now work for you and for the glory of God and for our brothers and sisters. On
days when we feel worse than usual, it could be that God has a special mission for us. This is when your suffering is
used to help someone who is really hurting at that particular moment. It is not necessary for us to know who it is!

Not everyone has the opportunity to give his life for his neighbor. By offering your suffering for someone else to
bring this person closer to Jesus, to acknowledge and accept His everlasting love, you're gaining great merit.
Perhaps God allows you to suffer because He had a grave sinner in mind—who was in need of much help.
May the Lord bless you and Keep you well.

Fred Schaeffer, © 2000



