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Divine Mercy Fraternity
Secular Franciscan Order
Vero Beach, Florida

Regular Meeting: Sunday, March 9, at 2:00 PM#2 OUUT w1 OO00O0w2 U8 w' 1 O Oz Uw" T UE

by the Council Meeting.

Agenda and Schedule for Meeting;:
2:00 Opening Prayer, Reports, Old/New Business
2:20 Blessing of our donations to the Food Pantry
2:25 Ongoing formation
1. Elizabeth of Hungary ¢ Helen Caldarone
2. Penance Part Il ¢ Fred Schaeffer
3:10 Refreshments and break
3:30 Liturgy of the Hours
4:00 Closing Prayer and dismissal
4:15 Council Meeting
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Meeting for Inquiry Candidates: Tuesday, March 400 wE U whihuo wy Y wE S O

Refreshment Committee:
Snacks: Pat Riordan and Peggy Rysdyke
Beverages: Fred Schaeffer

Remember in your prayers: Julia McHugh, Jennie Donlin, Jerry Carey, Donna Haro, John Matthews, Fred
Schaeffer, Marie Fee, Jack Solloway, and all professed Franciscans in our Florida region who are ill, as well as
those members of our Fraternity who cannot attend our meetings regularly.
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ble. As we set our sight on Him, He will lead the way. Worldly goals lose their importance. Our desire for

Him becomes so strong, that we long only to please Him. He is love. Our search comes to completion in Him.
May the love of Jesus fill you to overflowing.
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Franciscan Saints and Blesseds Minister: Peggy Rysdyke, SFO
March Vice-Minister: Donna M. Haro, SFO

Secretary Elizabeth Smith, SFO

Treasurer Sarah Hardy, SFO

Formation Director Helen Caldarone, SFO
Councillorsat-Large:9 R h Q52yy St f X

2 BI. Agnes of Bohemia, virgin, Il Ord.
3 Bls. Liberatus Weiss, Samuele Marzorati and
Michele Pio Fasoli, priests & martyrs, | Ord.

. Fred Schaeffer, SFO, and Kathleen Van Buskirk, S
5 St. John Joseph of the Cross, priest, | Ord. Spir. AssisitantFr. Richard P. LaCorte, SFO
9 St. Frances of Rome, rellglous, I Ord. Vocation Director Kathleen Van Buskirk, SFO
12 BI. Angela Salawa, virgin, 11l Ord. Commissioners
18 St. Salvator of Horta, religious | Ord. Work: Donna M. Haro, SFO
20 BI. John of Parma, priest, | Ord. Family: Eugene Caldarone, SFO
22 St. Benvenute of Osimo, priest, | Ord. Peace and Justice: John Matthews, SFO
23 St. Catherine of Genoa, Il Ord. Youth: Pauline Pavlick, SFO
24 BI. Ludovico of Casoria, priest, | Ord. Ecology: Fred Schaeffer, SFO

30 St. Peter Regaldo, priest, | Ord. Other: Webmaster/Ed. Fred Schaeffer, SFO
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Formation program for the Eighth Centenary of St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207 -2007)

Year Two: THE SPIRITUAL ASPECT
Month 4 Parenting

It is as a mother that Elizabeth comes closest to many of us. Many ideas about raising children were different in hetr
she gives us a valuable example of how to make sure that God comes first in our children's lives.

We know little about how Elizabeth taught her children about God and moral values, but the fruit her instruction bor
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evident in their lives. We can be sure that the thing that made the greatest impression on them was the fact that she taught

by example. Her children could see her giving much of her time and effort to the poor and taking food from her own
to give to them during a famine. Later, she was expelled from her home together with her children because she wg
eat the food tainted by fraud and theft from the poor. It must have made great impression of the older children, He

and Sophia, that their mother was ready to give up so much to obey God.

Elizabeth was also attentive to the question of her children's vocations. She and her husband certainly did not ne
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possibility of giving one of their children to the religious life. They felt that their son Hermann would be destined to be a

great ruler, perhaps even Emperor. Yet Elizabeth once said that she would rather have her son become a Friar M
Emperor. Hermann was already ruling in Thuringia when he died at the age of eighteen.

nor than

Before Elizabeth's husband left for the crusade where he was to die, they decided to give their yet unborn child as an oblate
to the monastery at Altenberg. The child was a daughter, Gertrude. When she grew up, Gertrude ratified her parents' deci-

sion. She became a holy religious and was the abbess at Altenberg for many years until her death. She founded a
her monastery, as her mother did, and nursing the poor there herself. Elizabeth's daughter Sophia also followed her

hospital a
mother's

path and did not forget the lessons she had taught; she and her husband, Henri, the duke of Brabant, founded a hpspice for

the poor.

Children are gifts of God, gifts we are given for only a time. This brings us to one of the parts of Elizabeth's lifentistt
difficult for us. When she suffered from poverty after her expulsion, Elizabeth did not know where to lay her chi
heads. Eventually she had to give up custody of them so they could be raised in safety. When she entered her rel
and hospital service, the children were raised by family members. Elizabeth had to make a gift to God of her anxiet

children. From now on, she would let Him take care of them.

What Elizabeth did seems extreme. But everyone who has children goes through periods of anxiety about them, esp
regard to circumstances we cannot change. We worry often about their future. To love our children as they grow U
means to let go and give them the freedom to lead their own lives and go their own way. We must realize that thi
ultimately in God's hands, as Elizabeth did. Jesus reminds us in the Gospel (MBQ)O¥2O must always think of the Go

pel first, even in everything that regards our family, even if it means making difficult decisions.

Spiritual Reflection:

Do | teach my children by words only or by example? Do | speak to them about the different possible vocations in lif
"let my children go" when necessary? Or do | tie them down out of habit or out of anxiety, denying them so the ahb

develop?

Scripture

Proverbs 22:6

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Mk 10:2930

Jesus said, "Amen, | say to you, there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father
dren or lands for my sake and for the sake of the Gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now in this p
age: houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in t

come."

SFO Rule

Ch. Il, no. 17 "They should joyfully accompany their children on their human and spiritual journey by providing a sin
open Christian education and being attentive to the vocation of each child."
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Holy Week: Reflection and Prayer

The movieO4 EA 0 A O O E(20D4) davE ustsBnieEd@athéw much Jesus suffered for us. Given the hisfori-

cal data and the known brutality of the Roman soldiers the movie is probably just the way it happened. Jes
endured suffering on the Cross for the sins of the world. His suffering would leave anyone speechless. At t
pillar where he was scourged, he wasn't just flogged but His flesh was ripped open so that every lash of thg

whips with hooks at the ends was a hammdalow that kept Him reeling. Why was all this necessary? In ordef

to answer that question we must ask ourselves why the world, in which we all have a part, has so transgre
His teachings.

The day before that Friday, Jesus instituted what takes place on Catholic Altars every day, the remembran
that day, where he broke the bread and poured the wine. "Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and
blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, 'Take, eat; this is my body.' And he took a cup,
when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 'Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the cove;
nant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins." (Mat 26:28 RSV).

The great gift Jesus gave us, His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, His Real Presence, was given to all of us
night at the Last Supper. Jesus told us to "love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul
with all your mind", and "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." So when He gave his life for us on Goo
Friday, He showed us His love... He gave His life for all of us, so that we may be redeemed and saved.

My crucified Jesus, we see you bathed in blood. The souls of all of mankind, from the very first man to the
to be born, we see in your suffering, in the Blood you shed for the world to redeem the world. Each act of r¢
tion, of repentance, atonement, courage and holiness, represents salve upon your open wounds. My Love,
willingly would | take your place to spare you so much pain. My Jesus, | fuse myself in the wounds of your
your feet, and your Heart. Please shield me there from temptation as we, too, are attacked in our desert on
path of life. Let my thoughts be ever upon your holy suffering when I'm attacked so that | may remain resol
my promise to be obedient to you and to your Holy Church. My dear Lord, to relieve and to soothe your pai
offer you all of our charitable acts, and the holy works of all your creatures.

As your walk to Golgotha, bearing the heavy Cross of our sin, is completed, you are crucified and | am
in you. Do not permit me to become separated from you. May | always be at your side, making reparation t
for everyone, to soothe the pain caused by my sins and the sins of all throughout the ages. | ask for your n
compassion for everyone in the world. It is never too late. The good thief on the cross, moments before his
asked you with sorrow for his sins; that you have mercy on him. You replied that he would be with you that
paradise. Let us remember that it is never too late. That if we're on our deathbed and we're not in the State
Grace please give us the presence of mind to whisper a prayer to you, an expression of regret for a sinful |
prayer of recognition of your Divine Majesty, that you are the Christ, the Son of God. Then, as you did with
good thief, please answer that plea for grace, that appeal for forgiveness.
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Continued from Page 3

My sisters and brothers, what takes place in Holy Week is reality. In the Sacrifice of the Mass, Jesus gives
Himself. He lays down his life for us, so that we may find happiness in Him. Happiness without Him is a transie

us
nt

"feeling good," that withers away. For many of us it is too late. Many of the world's people do not know Jesus gnd
what He made possible for all of us. All too many people are unhappy because their life has become meaninglgss.

When you take God out of life's equation, the luster of a human life subdues, there is no more meaning to life,
there is no more life. What remains is an existence consisting of pain, frustration, anxiety, deprivation, and extr
loneliness. That's when some people turn to drugs or sex, to make it all bearable. That's not life, that's death.
There is no beauty left and life has lost it's meaning. For those and for all of us, Jesus suffered a most terrible
death. A death that seems to go wasted as long as we repel Him. But if we love Him, as He loves us, then thef
be much joy in your life. Then you will happily get out of your gloomy existence and apply all your considerablg
ent and capacity for true love to join the millions who know Jesus by His first name. And we hope that some d3
we may all be together in the House of the Lord: Heaven.

So in the weeks left before Holy Week begins, let us prepare for the remembrance of Golgotha. As we sulff
together with Jesus Christ on the Cross, we'll learn the true meaning of the Cross and the limitless power of Hi
love for us. He accepted His Cross for us. Now we must do the same for Him!

Fred Schaeffer, SF
Revised, 2006
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