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Regular Meeting: Sunday, June 8, at 2:00 PM—North Room, St. Helen’s Christian Living Center, fol-
lowed by the Council Meeting.

Agenda and Schedule for Meeting:
2:00 Opening Prayer, Reports, Old/New Business
2:20 Blessing of our donations to the Food Pantry
2:25 Ongoing formation
1. Elizabeth of Hungary — Donna Haro
2. The Fruits of the Holy Spirit and their relationship to St. Francis —
Susan Solloway
3:10 Refreshments and break
3:30 Liturgy of the Hours
4:00 Closing Prayer and dismissal
4:15 Council Meeting

Refreshment Committee:
Snacks: Helen Caldarone and Sarah Hardy
Beverages: Adele Lamour

Remember in your prayers: Julia McHugh, Jennie Donlin, Donna Haro, John Matthews, Fred
Schaeffer, Marie Fee, Jack Solloway, and all professed Franciscans in our Florida region who are ill, as
well as those members of our Fraternity who cannot attend our meetings regularly.

Coming Events: Day of Recollection in honor of the Feast of St. Anthony. It will be held June 13, at
St. Lucie Church in Port St. Lucie. Remember that it’s cold in the church hall. Bring sweaters or jack-
ets. Breakfast will be supplied, but please, bring a brown bag lunch. We will supply beverages and
cookies.

From the Minister’s Desk: As Christians and, especially as Franciscans, our lives are centered on the
Lord and the joy that this relationship gives us. No matter what trials we face there is always that care
of joy within us. When my husband joined the Lord, I was filled with joy for him because, at last, he
was free of pain and was with Jesus. What could be greater than that? When I start feeling troubled, I
remember that “the joy of the Lord is my strength,” and I grab His hand and hold on tight. What a joy it
is to be a Christian.

A recollection...

A Franciscan priest was giving out Communion . As | arrived before him, he stopped, looked at
me while his face relaxed into a very genuine smile. | smiled back. Then he lifted Jesus and
spoke, "The Body of Christ." Later on, | asked him about that. He replied that for so many peo-
ple receiving communion had become rote, a certain apathy has settled over many Catholics
who are not strongly aware what's happening when they receive Jesus in the Most Blessed Sac-
rament of the Altar - because it's something they do so often. So, this good priest felt that if he
can show God's love by that smile, people will be more aware of the great privilege that it is to
receive Jesus Christ in Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity at that particular moment.
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Prayer for Priests

O Jesus, Eternal Priest, keep all Your priests
within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart where
none may harm them. Keep unstained their
anointed hands which daily touch Your Sacred
Body. Keep unsullied their lips purpled with
Your Precious Blood. Keep pure and unearthly
their hearts sealed with the sublime marks of
Your glorious priesthood. Let Your holy love
surround them and shield them from the
world's contagion. Bless their labors and abun-
dant fruit, and may the souls to whom they
ministered here below be their joy and conso-
lation, and in Heaven their beautiful and ever-
lasting crown. Amen.
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Call to Vote

The April Council Meeting was called to order at
4:10 pm on April 13, 2008, by Vice-Minister Donna
Haro, SFO. The following Council Members were also
present: Fred Schaeffer, Ed O'Donnell, Kathleen Van
Buskirk, Sarah Hardy, Helen Caldarone.

Since a discussion ensued, unfortunately, at the
Regular Meeting about the “Meeting Change” subject,
discussed by Council in March, it was recommended at
the Regular Meeting that a ‘Call to Vote’ be published
in the May Canticle by the regular Membership, and
we, the Council, felt it should be a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ vote, a
straight up and down vote, rather than a long drawn
out discussion. It was noted that there is only one
member who originally asked for a meeting change,
that the Council in March agreed there should not be
any change, but left it up to the whole membership to
vote on, the question arose at the Regular Meeting,
what about those who are absent and who cannot
vote, which led to the wish to do a ‘call to vote.’ This
was a discussion, not a formal motion.

Unfortunately, Fred Schaeffer (mea culpa!) forgot
to include the call to vote in our May 2008 newsletter,
“The Canticle.” As a result the vote had to be post-
poned to the June 2008 meeting.

Please be notified that all professed mem-
bers of Divine Mercy Fraternity of the Secular
Franciscan Order, should try to be present at
the June 8, 2008 Monthly Fraternity Meeting, to
vote yea or nay on the question:

“Should the Council try to find another suit-
able meeting day/time instead of 2nd Sunday
of the month, from 2-4 PM for the Fraternity
Meeting, followed by a Council Meeting at 4:15
PM.”

If you cannot attend, please telephone Peggy Rys-
dyke at 772-340-7641




J June 2008 The Canticle Page 3 \

Year Two: THE SPIRITUAL ASPECT

Month 7. Encounter with the Poor, Seeing Christ in the Poor

St. Elizabeth is best known for her love for the poor, something that reflects her true Franciscan spirit.
Our task this year is to explore her life in relation to our calling as Secular Franciscans. We can learn
much from her example and the example of St. Francis about how to approach and meet with the poor.

First, we should always look on the poor person as Christ to us. St. Francis said, "when you see a poor
man, an image is placed before you of the Lord and his poor mother" (II Celano 85). When Elizabeth
bathed and covered a poor man at her hospital in Marburg, she said to her companion Irmingard:
"How good for us, that we can bathe and cover our Lord in this way" (Statements of the Four Hand-
maids).

To reach out to the poor we must be willing to really know them. Aren't we often tempted to preju-
dices, to hasty judgments about the lives of others, especially those who are struggling with poverty?
St. Francis made one of his friars ask for forgiveness after he had harshly judged the intentions of a
poor man (II Celano 85). Elizabeth kew that it was important to meet and learn about the poor before
helping them. Her lady-in-waiting Isentrude testified: "She would ask where they lived, so that by ex-
amining them, she would be inspired to mercy and compassion. No matter how distant their poor
dwellings and no matter how muddy or difficult the road was, she would visit them, entering their
shabby little rooms" (Statements of the Four Handmaids).

Our SFO rule asks us to "establish community" with the poor. To do this we must be willing to enter
their lives, and be willing for them to enter ours. This is what Elizabeth did when she acted as god-
mother for poor children and attended the funerals of the poor.

Our rule asks us to be "on an equal basis" with the poor. St. Francis said that he did not want his friars
to sit on fine seats when the poor had to sit on the ground. Elizabeth stood among the poor women at
church services as one of them. Because of this, the poor knew that her love for them was authentic.

Our rule also asks us to help create for the poor "conditions of life worthy of those redeemed by
Christ." Therefore it is necessary not just to offer momentary aid. We must work so that the situation
of the poor can be improved and made into one of real human dignity. Elizabeth did this with the poor
affected by the famine in Thuringia. She gave them not just food and clothes, but an opportunity to
work and support themselves. She also worked to give them new life for their souls by helping them
approach the sacraments.

Above all, Elizabeth spread Franciscan joy to all the sick and poor she cared for, as she met them
"with the greatest cheerfulness" (Testimony of the Four Handmaids). Her unique style of love for poor
1s symbolized in story of the bread she was carrying in her skirt for the poor that changed to roses. It is
a legend, in fact, that has been told about a number of saints. Its literal historical truth in Elizabeth's
life is questionable, but it is a real reflection of the attitude in which she approached her help for the
poor. The beauty and fragrance of the roses represent the attitude in which we should approach our
encounter with the poor — one that tries to spread the beauty of God's love for them. It reminds us that
we should bring God's love in this way to everyone we meet. (Continued next page)
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Spiritual Reflection

Am I willing to go beneath appearances when I consider the lives and appearance of the poor and disad-
vantaged? Do I make hasty judgments or do I make an effort to discover their real situation? Am I aware
that when I meet the poor I am meeting Christ? How should I act knowing this? How can we establish
community and equality among the more well-to-do and the poor in our parish? In meeting the others, the
sick the poor, and those in need, do I give them the things like bread, which are absolutely necessary for
life, and those like roses, which give joy and radiance?

Scripture

Rich and poor have a common bond: the LORD is the maker of them all (Proverbs 22:2).

[Jesus said]: "When you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your rela-
tives or your wealthy neighbors, in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when
you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind;_blessed indeed will you be because

of their inability to repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." (Luke 14:12-
14).

"Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me" (Mt. 25:35-26, 40)
Franciscan Documents
A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all

people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people
redeemed by Christ. (SFO Rule II, 13).

Prayer for protection from adverse weather conditions

God our Father, Creator of the Universe and Lord over all creation, we humbly stand before you as your
children in thanksgiving for your loving care and protection. We ask that you keep us safe from all hurri-
canes which may threaten us in the coming seasons. Protect us from all fear and anxiety of storms and
give us an ardent trust and hope in Your love and mercy. You alone have the power to command the sea,
the wind and the rain. You alone bring peace, calm, and safety. Father, we thank you in advance, for
You are our only Refuge. We ask this through Christ Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. Mary, Queen of the Apostles, and Patroness of our Dio-
cese, pray for us.

Source: Palm Beach Diocese
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Friday, June 13, 2008 at St. Lucie Parish

The Retreat

8:00 AM  Liturgy of the Hours

8:30 Mass

9:15 Breakfast in the Church Hall

10:00 Talk

11:00 Break

11:10 Meditation on the life of St. Anthony

12:00 Lunch

1:00 PM  Talk

2:00 Break

2:10 Sharing stories of St. Anthony’s influence in our lives
2:50 Litany of St. Anthony of Padua

3:00 Dismissal



