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The Canticle 

 

Regular Meeting:  Sunday, September 13, 2009, at 2:00 PM – at the home of Helen and Gene  

                            Caldarone followed by Council Meeting. 

Agenda and Schedule for Meeting: 

 2.00 Opening Prayer, Reports, Old/New Business 

 2:20 Blessing of the donations to the Food Pantry 
 2:25 Ongoing Formation: Stigmata of Saint Francis and Padre Pio by Donna Haro 

 3:15 Liturgy of the Hours 

 3:45 Closing Prayer 
 4:00 Pot-luck dinner 

 

Remember in your prayer: Julia McHugh, John Matthews, Fred Schaeffer, Marie Fee, Jack 
Solloway, and all professed Franciscans in our Florida region who are ill, as well as those 

members of our Fraternity who cannot attend our meetings regularly. 

 

Directions to Helen’s house: Drive to 8th Street and 39th Avenue. Turn into The Laurels located 
on north side of 8th Street. Turn right on 9th Place (3rd street on right). The house is 3rd on the 

left. It has a St. Francis statue outside. 

 
Pot luck supper: Helen will provide the main dish. We are to provide rolls, vegetable, salad, 

soda, wine, etc. Please call Helen and let her know what you are bringing. 

 

Coming Events: A Franciscan weekend at St. Lucie Church October 2 -4.  

Transitus will be held on October 2nd, 2009 at St. Lucie Church in Port St. 

Lucie at 7 PM.  (We are not meeting at a restaurant before the Transitus) 

 

October 4th a Franciscan Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. by Bishop 

Barbarito. Please try to attend. We’d like to have a good turnout. 
 

From the Minister’s Desk:  The suffering experienced by those who have been given the gift 
of the stigmata is beyond our comprehension. When we are suffering it’s difficult to look on it 

as a gift from God. But God has given each of us a cross to carry. He doesn’t expect us to carry 

it alone. He never leaves us. Brother Lawrence tells us that we who suffer with Him are blessed. 
He rewards the “patient endurance of suffering.” May our suffering Lord bless us and keep us 

close in His heart. 
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Minister: Peggy Rysdyke, SFO  
Vice-Minister: Donna M. Haro, SFO  
Secretary: Elizabeth Smith, SFO  
Treasurer: Sarah Hardy, SFO 
Formation Director: Helen Caldarone, SFO 
Councillors-at-Large:  Ed O’Donnell, SFO, 
  Fred Schaeffer, SFO, and Kathleen Van Buskirk, SFO  
Spir. Assisitant: vacant 
Vocation Director: Kathleen Van Buskirk, SFO 
Commissioners  
Work: Donna M. Haro, SFO  
Family: Eugene Caldarone, SFO 
Peace and Justice: John Matthews, SFO  
Youth: Pauline Pavlick, SFO  

Looking for Miracles? 

     We have the greatest Miracle right among us! 

Many people, Catholics and ex-Catholics alike, run quickly to get to a rumored miracle site. The 

unexplainable image of Mary on an office window drew huge crowds. There were other 

miracles, as yet not substantiated by the Catholic Church, to which thousands went to seek 

healing, perhaps, or some other grace. We wonder then, why so few people come to the Table, 

to receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist? This is the greatest miracle of all time! On each altar in 

every Roman Catholic Church in the world, Jesus comes to us under the simple species of 

bread and wine. 

 

In order to give Jesus our fullest attention we should be mentally preparing to receive Him 

when we're still at home, during that hour of fasting before receiving Him in Body and Blood, 

Soul and Divinity. An act of adoration, or spiritual communion, where you tell Jesus in prayer 

that you are eagerly awaiting Him, that you would even want to receive Him at that very 

moment. Part of this meditation or prayer would be acknowledging that we have sinned and 

that we seek always to be a loyal Son or Daughter of the Father, by trying very hard not to sin. 

And so, with the peace derived from this short preparation, you come to the Church with open 

heart and mind.  (Please do not meditate in the car going over to Church—that’s not safe. Your 

full attention should be on the road!  An Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be, is probably OK!) 

 

Be reverend as you enter the church grounds. Be gentle toward others in the parking lot, and as 

you enter the church or chapel, genuflect or bow when you make the Sign of the Cross with 

Holy Water, once again asking for God's forgiveness. Follow the prayers, the readings, and the 

Gospel with rapt attention, listen to the homily even though you've heard one like it a thousand 

times. At the time of Consecration, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ!  Receive Him with love. Then stay until after the final Blessing.  /fss 8/26 



Date: August 2009 

To:  Divine Mercy Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

From: Helen Caldarone, Formation Director 

Re: Rosary Meditation Project 

 

In order to enrich our prayer experience when saying the Rosary, we ask that you describe the aspects of each “mystery” 

you  use for meditation when you say the Rosary.  Your responses may be anonymous and as short or long as you need 

them to be.  Many topics for meditation are, of course, obvious but we can all profit from widening our understanding of 

each “event” in the four Mysteries of the Rosary to increase and refresh our recitation of this beautiful devotion. 

We ask that you return your responses at the September meeting or simply  mail them to a Council member. 

I plan to combine all the responses we receive into a document or pamphlet to be distributed among our members at the 

October meeting.  Since October is a month dedicated to the Rosary, this will be quite timely.   It might even be  posted on 

our website.   

A response form is attached below for your convenience.  Additional pages may be used, if necessary.  Thank you  for your 

cooperation on this project. 

 

THE   JOYFUL   MYSTERIES: 

The Annunciation to the Virgin 

 

The Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 

 

The Finding of Jesus in the Temple 

 

THE   LUMINOUS   MYSTERIES: 

The Baptism of the Lord 

 

The Wedding Feast at Cana 

 

The Coming of the Kingdom 
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The Transfiguration on Mt. Tabor 

 

The Establishment of the Eucharist 

 

 

THE   SORROWFUL   MYSTERIES: 

The Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane 

 

The Scourging at the Pillar 

 

The crowning with Thorns 

 

The Carrying of the Cross 

 

The Crucifixion of Our Lord on Calvary 

 

THE   GLORIOUS MYSTERIES: 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

 

The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven 

 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles 

 

The Assumption of Our Lady into Heaven 

 

The Coronation of Our Lady as Queen of Heaven 


