
Divine Mercy Fraternity  •  Secular Franciscan Order 
Vero Beach, Florida 

www.franciscan-sfo.org 

 

PAGE 1 JANUARY 2010 

 
The Canticle 

 

Regular Meeting:  Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 2:00 PM ð CHAPTER OF ELECTIONS 

We will meet in the North Room of St. Helenôs Parish Center. Council Meeting follows.  
 

Agenda and Schedule for Meeting  
 
 2.00  Opening Prayer. 
 2:05  Chapter of Elections, lead by Father Tom Murphy, OFM and Pam Nagle, SFO, 
            representing Five Franciscan Martyrs Region.  

            Liturgy of the Hours follows elections.  

 

Remember in your prayer :  John Matthews, Fred Schaeffer, Marie Fee, Jack Solloway, Pat 
Riordan, and all professed Franciscans in our Florida region who are ill, as well as those 
members of our Fraternity who cannot attend our meetings regularly.  

 

From the Ministerôs Desk:  

 
January 10th is Election Day. We hope that everyone who is professed will 
attend the meeting and vote. Without a quorum we cannot have elections. The 
Lord calls us to our responsibility as Franciscans. Weôre looking forward to 
seeing you, and, remember, itôs never too late to submit your name as a 
candidate. May the Lord bless you and your families and draw you closer to Him 
in the New Year 

 

 

 



 

 

 

On January 1, 2010ɂWe celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.   

From the writings of the Church Fathers: 

Irenaeus: "The Virgin Mary, being obedient to his word, received from an angel the glad tidings 

that she would bear God" (Against Heresies, 5:19:1 [A.D. 189]).  

Hippolytus: "[T]o all generations they [the prophets] have pictured forth the grandest subjects 

for contemplation and for action. Thus, too, they preached of the advent of God in the flesh to the 

world, his advent by the spotless and God-bearing (theotokos) Mary in the way of birth and 

growth, and the manner of his life and conversation with men, and his manifestation by baptism, 

and the new birth that was to be to all men, and the regeneration by the laver [of 

baptism]" (Discourse on the End of the World 1 [A.D. 217]).  

Gregory the Wonderworker: "For Luke, in the inspired Gospel narratives, delivers a testimony 

not to Joseph only, but also to Mary, the Mother of God, and gives this account with reference to 

the very family and house of David" (Four Homilies 1 [A.D. 262]), and, "It is our duty to present to 

God, like sacrifices, all the festivals and hymnal celebrations; and first of all, [the feast of] the 

!ÎÎÕÎÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÏ ×ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌȟ Ȭ(ÁÉÌȟ ÆÕÌÌ 

ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅȦȭͼ ɉÉÂÉÄȢȟ ςɊȢ  

Peter of Alexandria: "They came to the church of the most blessed Mother of God, and ever-virgin 

Mary, which, as we began to say, he had constructed in the western quarter, in a suburb, for a 

cemetery of the martyrs" (The Genuine Acts of Peter of Alexandria [A.D. 305]). - and - "We 

acknowledge the resurrection of the dead, of which Jesus Christ our Lord became the firstling; he 

bore a body not in appearance but in truth derived from Mary the Mother of God" (Letter to All 

Non-Egyptian Bishops 12 [A.D. 324]).  

Methodius: "While the old man [Simeon] was thus exultant, and rejoicing with exceeding great 

and holy joy, that which had before been spoken of in a figure by the prophet Isaiah, the holy 

Mother of God now manifestly fulfilled" (Oration on Simeon and Anna 7 [A.D. 305]). - and - "Hail to 

you forever, you virgin Mother of God, our unceasing joy, for unto you do I again return. . . . Hail, 

ÙÏÕ ÆÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎȢ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ 7ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ×Å ÐÒÁÙ ÙÏÕȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ 

who boast in the confidence of your maternal honors, that you would unceasingly keep us in 

remembrance. O holy Mother of God, remember us, I say, who make our boast in you, and who in 

august hymns celebrate your memory, which will ever live, and never fade away" (ibid., 14).  

Cyril of Jerusalem: "The Father bears witness from heaven to his Son. The Holy Spirit bears 

witness, coming down bodily in the form of a dove. The archangel Gabriel bears witness, bringing 

the good tidings to Mary. The Virgin Mother of God bears witness" (Catechetical Lectures 10:19 

[A.D. 350]).  
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Ephraim the Syrian: "Though still a virgin she carried a child in her womb, and the handmaid and 

work of his wisdom became the Mother of God" (Songs of Praise 1:20 [A.D. 351]).  

Athanasius: "The Word begotten of the Father from on high, inexpressibly, inexplicably, 

incomprehensibly, and eternally, is he that is born in time here below of the Virgin Mary, the 

Mother of God" (The Incarnation of the Word of God 8 [A.D. 365]).  

Ambrose of Milan: "The first thing which kindles ardor in learning is the greatness of the teacher. 

What is greater than the Mother of God? What more glorious than she whom Glory Itself 

chose?" (The Virgins 2:2[7] [A.D. 377]).  

Gregory of Nazianzus: "If anyone does not agree that holy Mary is Mother of God, he is at odds 

with the Godhead" (Letter to Cledonius the Priest 101 [A.D. 382]).  

Jerome: "As to how a virgin became the Mother of God, he [Rufinus] has full knowledge; as to how 

he himself was born, he knows nothing" (Against Rufinus 2:10 [A.D. 401]). -and - "Do not marvel at 

the novelty of the thing, if a Virgin gives birth to God" (Commentaries on Isaiah 3:7:15 [A.D. 409]).  

Cyril of Alexandria: "I have been amazed that some are utterly in doubt as to whether or not the 

holy Virgin is able to be called the Mother of God. For if our Lord Jesus Christ is God, how should 

the holy Virgin who bore him not be the Mother of God?" (Letter to the Monks of Egypt 1 [A.D. 

427]).  

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (the CCC appears on the Vatican Website) has the following 

on the Virgin Mary. (It contains many more references than those given below) 

"973 By pronouncing her "fiat" at the Annunciation and giving her consent to the Incarnation, 

Mary was already collaborating with the whole work her Son was to accomplish. She is mother 

wherever he is Savior and head of the Mystical Body." 

"974 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life was completed, was taken 

up body and soul into the glory of heaven, where she already shares in the glory of her Son's 

Resurrection, anticipating the resurrection of all members of his Body."  

"975 "We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of the Church, continues in 

heaven to exercise her maternal role on behalf of the members of Christ" (Paul VI, CPG # 15)."   

 

 

Wishing You a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
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